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Mission Statement 
 

Connected to Saskatchewan, Western Canada, the North, the Great Plains environment and the 
world, we are teachers and scholars who are involved in the systematic study of political life. 
Our research and scholarly work reflect our pursuit of academic excellence, our involvement in 
interdisciplinary studies and our sense of place. We are committed teachers who place a high 
value on learning and understanding, analytical thinking, effective oral and written expressions, 
and our students’ development and success. As political scientists we contribute to the 
community by sharing our knowledge and expertise. 
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Remarks by the Editor 
 

This issue of the Political Studies Newsletter includes information on a new 
project that has involved several members of the Department in the management 
of a telephone survey that sampled views of Saskatchewan residents on a broad 
range of social, health and economic topics. The study - named the 2012 Taking 
the Pulse of Saskatchewan study - was established for research and public 
engagement.  

 
This issue also includes a report on the Annual Conference of the Prairie Political Science 
Association on Transformations in Politics that was a collaborative effort of several academic 
units at the University, including the Department of Political Studies. 
 
We are pleased to announce a new scholarship honouring the late Dr. Fred Barnard, who was 
once a professor in the Department and who was an expert on such thinkers as Christian 
Thomasius, Vico, Herder, and Rousseau. There was a eulogy by Jene Porter in the May 2011 
Political Studies Newsletter. 
 
As usual, there is a section on the experiences and careers of former students. If you are a 
graduate of one of the programs in our Department, we want to hear from you. Send us an email 
about yourself and the career or studies you have undertaken since receiving your degree. 
Include a picture if you can. Also, if you have advice for current students in the Department, 
please send it. While we may not be able to publish everything that is submitted, we do want to 
hear from you. Write to the editor at: ron.wheeler@usask.ca. 
 
 

Faculty Notes 
 
Loleen Berdahl is the Principal Investigator for the Taking the Pulse project 
(profiled below) as well as the Project Leader for a SSHRC Public Outreach 
Grant for that project. Professor Berdahl's recent activities include an invited 
presentation to the Canadian Forces College (September 2012), the co-
facilitation of the "Research and Public Policy" Executive Training 
Workshop for the Johnson-Shoyama Graduate School of Public Policy 

(October 2012), and serving as a co-organizer of the Queens' University Institute of 
Intergovernmental Relations' conference on State of the Federation 2012. Professor Berdahl’s 
recent publications include “(Sub)National Union: Ideas, Institutions and Internal Trade Policy in 
Canada,” published in Publius: The Journal of Federalism.  
 
John Courtney continues to serve as one of three members of the Federal 
Electoral Boundary Commission for Saskatchewan, the final report of which 
should be in the hands of the Speaker of the House of Commons within the 
next couple of months. He also presented a paper entitled "Canada's National 
Parties: From Private to Public Institutions" at a Festschrift for Kenneth Carty 
of UBC's Political Science Department. The paper will appear as a chapter in 
an edited volume in Professor Carty's honour. 
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Roy Romanow delivered the banquet address at the conference Bending the 
Cost Curve, organized by the Johnson-Shoyama Graduate School of Public 
Policy to discuss health care costs.  The conference was held September 26 and 
27. The topic of his address was "Health Care - The Canary in the Coal Mine of 
Canadian Federalism?" In addition, as co-chair of the Canadian Index of Well-
being (CIW), in mid October he released the second annual report on the 
wellbeing of Canadians. He also delivered the final remarks at a Conference on 

Romanow Ten Years Later: Retrospect and Prospect, held in Toronto on November 9.  
 

Jason Zorba presented a paper at the British Columbia Political Studies 
Association Annual Conference, which was held in Kelowna in May. The title of 
the paper was “Diefenbaker and the Hellenic World: A Foreign Policy in 
Microcosm.” 

 
 

2012 Prairie Political Association Conference 
 
The University of Saskatchewan was the location of the 2012 Conference of the Prairie Political 
Science Association. The conference on Transformations in Politics featured over 80 
presentations on a variety of topics on Canadian politics, political theory, international relations, 
and comparative politics. It was held from September 20 to 22 and was sponsored by the 
Department of Political Studies, the International Centre for Northern Governance and 
Development, the Johnson Shoyama Graduate School of Public Policy and St Thomas More 
College.  
 
As well as providing a forum for senior academics, “the 2012 Prairie Political Science 
Association conference provided a great occasion for young academics to present their work in a 
small-conference setting,” according to one of the conference organizers, David McGrane, 
Assistant Professor of Political Studies at St Thomas More College. The 2012 conference 
program is available at: http://dvlp.ca/~ppsa/userfile/file/PPSA%202012%20Program.pdf. 
 
The 2013 conference will be held in Banff, Alberta in September, 2013.  

 
 

Student Exchanges 
 
Fashia Moleski, a third year student in Public Administration, writes: 
 

 (I)nstead of spending the fall watching the campus change colour and cheering on the 
Husky sports teams I will be in Sweden at the University of Stockholm. 
 
I am participating in a student exchange facilitated by the Study Abroad office. 
Becoming an exchange student begins with an easy application. Once accepted, the 
Study Abroad office walks you through all of the things that need to be done before 
boarding the plane. The Department of Political Studies has guided me in choosing 
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the classes that I will take in the fall. Professor Garcea has worked to evaluate the 
class syllabuses for the courses that I will take abroad. I am incredibly grateful for all 
of the assistance and support the University of Saskatchewan has provided.  
 
The exchange is an incredible opportunity for someone in the college for a number of 
reasons. The classes offered in other countries can align with the classes required to 
obtain a degree at the University of Saskatchewan. For instance, I will be taking the 
International Political Science requirement in Stockholm at an international 
university. Study abroad will allow me to immerse myself in another country with a 
different political setting. I will also be forced out of my comfort zone and into a new 
learning experience. I am excited for everything the exchange has to offer. I would 
encourage students from the Department of Political Studies to explore study abroad 
options that match their own interests. The opportunities are endless for University of 
Saskatchewan students. 
 

 
Taking the Pulse Project 

 
As mentioned earlier, the University of 
Saskatchewan’s Division of Social Sciences 
conducted the 2012 Taking the Pulse of 
Saskatchewan study designed to create data to 
inform research, policymaking, and community 
life. Thirty-one academics from across the 
social sciences contributed to the development 
of a questionnaire that covered a variety of 

topics and themes, including: sustainable resource development; crime and public safety; 
Saskatchewan’s economy; Aboriginal Issues; immigration and diversity; health, wellbeing and 
Saskatchewan families; and moral issues. The questionnaire was used in a 15-minute telephone 
survey that was conducted by the Social Sciences Research Laboratories from March 5 to 19. It 
resulted in 1,750 completed interviews among randomly-selected Saskatchewan residents, 18 
years of age and older.  
 
Data from the study were released to the public in October 2012 through a collaborative 
partnership with CBC Saskatchewan, the Regina Leader Post and the Saskatoon Star Phoenix. 
The reports, along with executive summaries and video clips, are available at: http://ssrl.usask. 
ca/takingthepulse/. 
 
Additional benefits of the Taking the Pulse project are: 
 

Students and Experiential Learning. The TTP project involved over 40 students from 
across the Division of Social Sciences in the research. Three students are featured in 
short videos about the project and experiential learning, available on the Taking the 
Pulse website.  
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Media Profile and Community Engagement. By October 30, the project had resulted 
in 47 news stories as well as a Saskatoon public forum that was held at the 
University on October 29. Data from the project was also made available to the 
public on an online dataset available at: http://www.communityview.ca/ 
Catalogue/ResourceList/Browse/80.  

 
Four Political Studies faculty were involved in the Taking the Pulse of Saskatchewan project: 
Loleen Berdahl (project leader); Kalowatie Deonandan, Joe Garcea and Greg Poelzer.  

 
 

Women in the Legislature 
 
Women in the Legislature (WIL) is a non-partisan campus group that seeks to encourage young 
women to consider future careers in electoral politics. Last year (their inaugural year) WIL had 
two campus events and visited the Saskatchewan Legislature in Regina with a group of 
University of Saskatchewan students from a variety of departments and colleges. For  media 
attention to these activities, see http://artsandscience.usask.ca/news/news.php?newsid=2545, 
and http://artsandscience.usask.ca/news/news.php?newsid=2659). 
 
WIL launched this year with a "Kick Off" event on November 14 at Louis' Pub. 
 
 

Political Studies Graduate Program 
 
Hans Michelmann, the Graduate Chair reports: 
 
Since publication of the spring newsletter, Fahimeh Behrang and Sarah Shoker 
have completed their Master’s programs. Fahimeh wrote her thesis on “U.S. 
Foreign Policy Interests and Iran’s Nuclear Policy” under the supervision of 
Kalowatie Deonandan. Sarah, under the co-supervision of Ron Wheeler and 

Don Story, wrote her thesis on “Males and Females in the Liberation Tigers of Tamil 
Eelam: Why They Joined.”  These themes add to the diversity of topics pursued by our 
graduating students in 2012.  

 
With Fahimeh’s and Sarah’s graduation, ten students completed their program in the 2012 
calendar year, a record for the Political Studies graduate program. This speaks well for the 
accomplishments and diligence of our students and the work of the faculty in guiding their 
thesis work. It also reflects positively on the Department in the context of university policy 
that emphasizes achievement and accountability.  
 
Four of our nine graduate students entering the program this academic year completed their 
undergraduate degree at the University of Saskatchewan: Gerard Faulkner, Reagan Seidler, 
Thomas Seibel, and Jessica Start. Ellen Williams comes to us from Mount Allison 
University, Alexandra Turcotte from the University of Alberta, Ryan Boivin the University 
of Toronto, Shannon Parry from Santa Barbara Community College and Emory and Henry 
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College, and Abdulai Abdul Karim from the University of Ghana. The full complement of 
Political Studies graduate students now stands at 27. 

 
 

Master of Northern Governance and Development Degree Recipients 
 

The Master of Northern Governance and Development (MNGD) program is an interdisciplinary 
program of the International Centre for Northern Governance and Development (ICNGD).  It 
was designed for former or current residents of Northern Saskatchewan, international students 
from northern regions, and others who are interested in northern studies. Students in the MNGD 
program take courses on northern resource economics and policy, northern governance, 
Aboriginal self-determination, professional communications, and program planning and 
evaluation.  They also participate in a research internship with a northern organization to develop 
practical working skills and research capacity. 
 
The photo below shows recent graduates of the MNGD program - Cathy Wheaton from La 
Ronge (center) and Nathan Ray from Sandy Bay (right) - with ICNGD Director Greg Poelzer 
(left).  Mark Korthuis (Saskatoon), another recent MNGD graduate, was absent from the photo. 
 

 
 
 

News About Graduates 
 

Melissa Armstrong, recipient of the 2012 Dorothy Jackson Nenniger 
Scholarship in the Department of Political Studies and a Rhodes 
Scholarship Semifinalist as well, wrote the following: 
 

I graduated on June 5th, 2012 with a double honours degree in 
Political Studies and History. For all of my intentions to take a 
little bit of a holiday after graduation, this was not to be. The day 
following the graduation ceremony, I left for Cuba to train with 
the Canada¹s Women¹s National Baseball team. Canada played 
in a friendly exhibition series against Cuba and Venezuela, 
which we were pleased to win. I spent the rest of the summer training for the World 
Cup in Edmonton where Team Canada placed third. At the end of September, I left 
for Oxford University to begin a Master¹s Degree in African Studies and I am 
currently in the 6th Week of the term. Between rowing, guest lectures, church, 
social events and the taught course work, I am attempting to focus my dissertation 
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on the impact of disease, as experienced within Umkhonto weSizwe cadre camps, 
on Apartheid resistance. 
 
Perhaps cliché, but I truly believe that the more you put in, the more you get out. I 
can honestly say that I loved my experience at the University of Saskatchewan. 
While registering for classes, I focused on interest and excitement for a subject 
instead of focusing on a stable and assured future career and as a result, I had the 
energy to put a lot of time and effort into my classes.  
 
I would mention two things: first, as a student from Saskatchewan, I was slightly 
intimidated by applying to Oxford University. The application process seemed long 
and complicated and I was not sure that I would be anywhere near qualified. I 
clearly and quite seriously underestimated the quality of education offered at the 
University of Saskatchewan. Both the Political Studies and History departments 
have done very well in equipping me to do this Master¹s degree at Oxford with 
confidence. I am certain that graduates from our University are able to run 
alongside the best anywhere. Second, while making future plans in terms of 
graduate school or finding a job, I really had to want to put in the effort, seek out 
opportunities and put in the time to apply. For every successful application that I 
have made, I have made two or three that were unsuccessful. Just keep applying and 
enjoy the University experience! 

 
Leah Davison (BA 2012) is teaching English in the Czech Republic         . 
 

Shira Fenyes (BA 2012) has taken a position as the Public Affairs Director at the Israeli 
Embassy in Ottawa. A submission from Shira will appear in the next newsletter. 

 
Chantal Hanson (BA 2012) is enrolled in an MA Program at the University of Ottawa. 
 
Mairin Loewen, an MA student in the Department, was re-elected to the Saskatoon City Council 
in 2012 
 
Megan (Murphy) MacKenzie, who received her Master's degree from the Department in 2003, 
recently joined the Department of Government and International Relations at the University of 
Sydney, Australia. She completed a PhD from the University of Alberta in 2008. Megan 
subsequently held a post-doctoral fellowship at the Belfer Center for International Security and 
the Women and Public Policy Program at the Harvard Kennedy School of Government. Her 
areas of emphasis are feminist international relations, critical security studies, and development 
studies. She has published widely, most recently her first book, Female Soldiers in Sierra Leone: 
Sex, Security, and Post-Conflict Development (New York University Press, 2012). She has an 
article in the current issue of Foreign Affairs entitled "Let Women Fight."  

 
Sasha Hanson Pastran, a fifth year honors student (International Studies), was awarded a 
University of Saskatchewan Marin Evans Younger Scholarship. The scholarship is open to 
female undergraduate students in any college at the University of Saskatchewan and selection is 
based on leadership qualities, participation in school and community organizations, demonstrated 
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interest and contributions in service to society, and academic achievement.  On top of 
maintaining a 4.0 GPA, Sasha has involved herself with many organizations at the local, 
provincial, national, and international level, such as the Global Youth Assembly, the Lieutenant 
Governor’s Leadership Forum, Oxfam Canada, Canada World Youth, the Sierra Youth 
Coalition, the Saskatchewan Council for International Cooperation, the Saskatoon Peace 
Coalition and the International Studies Student Association, to name a few. She hopes to 
continue development studies at the graduate level in the Fall of 2013. 

 
Lee Reaney (BA International Studies, 2011) was recently awarded a 
Golden Key International Honour Graduate Scholar Award. This 
$10,000 award is presented to outstanding Golden Key members to 
help cover the costs of graduate studies. Up to 20 awards are 
presented annually and recipients are selected based on a 
comprehensive application package, academic merit, as well as work, 

campus, and community involvement. Lee is a former Model United Nations President, 
International Studies Students Association executive member, and has been involved in several 
community groups – most notably with the Saskatchewan Council for International Cooperation, 
where he served as Treasurer from 2007-2011. He is moving to Eastern Europe and plans to 
continue his education in International Affairs at Sciences Po in Paris and MGIMO [Moscow 
State Institute of International Relations ]in Moscow, or in International Sport Management with 
the FIFA [Fédération Internationale de Football Association] Masters Program. 

 
 

Dr. Frederick Mechner Barnard Graduate Scholarship 
 
This year the Department was very pleased to award the first Dr. Frederick Mechner Barnard 
Graduate Scholarship.  Dr. Barnard was a former member of the Department and a leading 
Political Theorist.  The Barnard Scholarship was endowed by the Barnard family to honour the 
memory and intellectual legacy of Dr. Barnard, and to support the Department’s graduate 
program in political theory.  The first Barnard Scholar is Thomas Seibel, an MA student 
working on the cosmopolitan theory of human rights under the supervision of Professor Neil 
Hibbert.  The Department is very appreciative of the generous gift from the Barnard family and 
to have the opportunity to celebrate Dr. Barnard’s contributions to political theory by supporting 
the work of our students in the field. 
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Candid Photos 
 

Halloween Antics: Can You Identify These Republican Presidential Candidates? 
 

 
 
 
 

More Halloween Antics: Can You Identify This Professor? 
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New Research Methodology?  MA Student (Alexandra Turcotte) Teaches Professor How 
to Use Twitter 

 

 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

 
Department of Political Studies, University of Saskatchewan 

283C Arts Building, 9 Campus Drive 
Saskatoon, SK S7N 5A5, Canada 

Phone: 306-966-5208; e-mail: political.studies@usask.ca 
Newsletter: ron.wheeler@usask.ca 

 
 

Look for the next issue of this Newsletter in May, 2013 


