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Sept. 23, 2026

Kurtág at 100:  A Fragment Paints a Thousand Words
Abstract

[bookmark: _GoBack]2026 marks the 100th birthday of the great Hungarian composer György Kurtág–-an influential and important composer of the 20th  and 21st century. His music, in its intense brevity, offers a unique perspective into musical style and expressivity.   To celebrate Kurtág’s centenary and music, this lecture-recital will include a discussion of his musical style and influences, both musical and literary.  It will also include a full performance of the Attila József-Fragments, op. 20, for unaccompanied voice.  This work exemplifies Kurtág’s expressive and highly specialized musical language, and offers various examples of masterful use of extended vocal techniques.   For singers, for musicians of all kinds, for lovers of literature, this presentation will give insight into one of the great European composers of our time. 
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