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FOREWORD

lust a few years ago I went to meet with the mayor of Chilliwack, because city
workmen had come onto our reserve at Skowkale to build a flood control device
and widen the interception ditch. Our reserve is only 66 hectares, and it has one
of Chilliwack’s main roads running through it. The city wanted to dig a drainage
ditch for the people who were living in a housing subdivision opposite our reserve
The city sent big trucks and heavy equipment to haul dirt off of our reserve and
dump it on an adjacent farmer’s land.

| was the chief at the time, and 1 went up and put my arms out and stopped the
trucks and asked, “What are you guys doing?” To which they replied, “Well, we are
moving dirt because we have to build this ditch.” And I said, “Who said you could
do that?” The driver answered, “Well, the City.” I said, “You can't do that.” He
responded, “We take our orders from the city engineer, so you'll have to talk to
him.” So I went to speak with the city engineer and he said: “I can’t help you. We
take our instructions from the mayor. You'll have to talk to him.” So I asked, “Where
the heck is the mayor?” He said, “He’s over there having a meeting.” They were hav
ing their council meeting that night and they were all sitting around

Mayor Simpson was a rather stout guy with not much hair. He was a nice enough
fellow and he let me come into the meeting. I said, “Mr. Mayor, 1 have a question
for vou. Why are you hauling dirt off of Skowkale Indian Reserve? Don't you know
that it’s federal Crown land held in trust for Indian people and it's not within the
District of Chilliwack’s jurisdiction? It's not even within provincial jurisdiction
You have no authority coming onto our reserve. Don't you know that we have a
band office with a telephone? You can call me or write me a letter — I'm the chief
Whv didn't vou ask? I wouldn't do that to vour city. What are you doing?

He looked at me and then asked. “What do you want?” I thought, What do I
want? How about a little respect?! You can’t come onto your neighbour’s property and
begin hauling out dirt without some sort of authority. Then, as though we Aboriginals
were invisible. he asked, “Well, how many Indians do we have around here any
way? Who are they?” In his mind, we didn't even exist; that's how far we had been
marginalized. Not just physically marginalized onto small reserves but mentally

irginalized from people’s minds

| remember listening to Judge Campbell lecture at the University ol

katchewan. He was talking about the times that he came in contact with Abo

iinal people as a judge in the city of Duncan. If you have ever been to criminal

urt (and as a lawyer and now a provincial judge, I have been to criminal court
nany times). you will know what I am talking about. Monday morning is busy at
the courthouse. That is the morning when, as an Indian, you can meet your rela
tives and neighbours. They are all there. Some of them are there with their kids
meeting others in the hallways. It’s all Indians on Monday morning, and Friday is
the same — those are Indian days. Seeing all those Native faces makes you wonder
whether the police arrest anybody else. Judge Campbell said an interesting thing
in his lecture: “You know, 1 have lived in the city all of my life, 1 have driven by
the Cowichan community all of my life as I go to work. Yet the only time that I
have come into contact with Aboriginal people is when they come in [ront ol m¢
charged with something and I have to send them away.” He said, “I don’t know the
Cowichan people

| remember the vear before 1 entered high school — Grade 7. In Grade 7 you have
a lot of friends and a lot of people are good to you. You play Lone Ranger: one day
you are Tonto and the next you play the masked man. In Grade 7, though, kids
become aware of differences. I can remember one of my friends coming up to me
and saying, “I can't play with you any more.” I asked, “Why?" He said, “Because my
mom said I can’t play with you any more.” And he never did. He never sat w ith me
on the bus, he never walked home with me any more, we never played marbles
again. That is where it begins — this wall that is built up between people

| remember walking into an elevator when I used to have really long hair, and
a little child cringed and dove behind his mother, saying "An Indian. ahh!” On

inother occasion, a friend and I were sitting at a bus depot and these people came
up to us and said, “We have never seen Indians before. Could we take your pic
ture?” “Well, why not?” 1 replied. “Go ahead.” The woman was so happy to take
our picture that she gave us each a nickel. Five cents — as if that was going to get
us a meal that day. | wondered, did she think we were starving Indians and that
she was helping us? I threw the nickel away

Do you know what it is like to be an Indian? I saw a film in a psyc hology course
while I was at university. It was about racism. Half a class of students wore « ollars
and the other half did not. The kids with collars were designated the bad kids
no good, not worth anything, lazy, stupid, in every way different from the kids
without collars. The film documents the behavioural changes of the kids with collars
[hey start hanging their heads down. They start acting up and being bad. They do
not want the collar on any more. The kids without collars snic ker: “Ha, ha, look
at you kids! You are bad, you have a collar on!” They point lingers a them, they
throw things at them, and they laugh.

As an Aboriginal person, | have had a collar on my w hole life. There were times
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There is some sort of assumption that maybe we were not the people who were
here first. I say to people, wherever I talk, were the Chinese or the Italigns here?
Who was here? Aboriginal people were here. In their villages, living off the land
as they had done for generations and generations. Why are we going to court to
prove that we were here, that we culturally modified this tree, that we had villages?
We should not have to dig up our ancestors’ bones to prove who we were. Why
do we have to hire historians, archaeologists and anthropologists to prove that we
L were here? Its insanity! But that is what we are doing. During the Gitxsan-
Wet'suweten case, Chief Justice Allan McEachern said that Natives had to prove
thev had been there. But the Elders evidence did not sit well with the court’s rules
of evidence. It wasn't “genuine.” So the Natives had to bring in anthropologists and
historians to tell the courts whether this Indian was lying or not. Its a funny thing,
British justice. Many of our Aboriginal people do not want to use the system,
but what can you do if you cannot fight and you want justice? The answer — you
negotiate.

When two people are fighting after a marriage has broken down and they are
arguing over the Mercedes, the savings bonds, the kids ... they always know what
the tigin is about. They always have a clear understanding of the battleground and
what is being fought over. When I sat across a table from federal negotiators, they
did't admit that we have Aboriginal title to the land, that we are here and we own
the country. They were not coming to the table to negotiate that. No, instead they
<imply asked. “What do you want?” It’s the same question that Mayor Simpson
asked. “What do you want?” You know that the same answer is applicable. The
<ame answer that every nation in this world has given. The same answer the Scots
oave. the same answer the Irish gave, the same answer that is given by every group
of ople with legitimate claims to a territory. We want our ownership respected.

We want it to be recognized and understood that we are here and the country was

ours. That is where the negotiations begin

rprising that the Sto:l6 were not interested in negotiating on the

I . of their title being extinguished. It has only been in the past five years that
provincial government has come to Native people and agreed to negotiate Abo-

v still will not admit that title exists. It's been an interesting
.t we have lived. and we are only beginning to understand one another.
ne to recognize the full extent of what has happened

| our story. I have spoken to Rotary and Kiwa-

nal organizations. I have spoken to a group

in Vancouver about 10 years ago, and at the

1 thousand dollars. They gave it to me to

-ar the history, when people understand what

we do? How can we make things right? What's

ng in the harbour to take all of the non-Natives

t going to get on planes and say, “Oh well,

will go somewhere else.” The non-Natives are all

And so are we. What | want to leave behind is

uld start again. When two people start dancing, they

Well, my feet are getting very sore, and I am sure that yours
start again. That is what the negotiations are about
article appeared in a local newspaper discussing treaty
Sto:lo Nation. That same day, someone spray-painted “tax bur-
n sign outside the office. The next day, our kids were being

ol because they were fighting for their right to be respected

Other kids were calling them “welfare people

How do I get back my dignity? Non-Natives arrived here with their dignity;
we would like our dignity back. That does not cost any money and does not take
any land. It takes a simple recognition that Aboriginal people were here in their

territories when Europeans arrived and they continue to have an unextinguished
interest that must be recognized through the treaty process

[ love this country, Canada. A few years ago, I accompanied a Sto:l6 dance group
representing Canada to France, and the French came up to me and asked if we
would mind carrying the Canadian flag. “All right” I answered. “T'll carry the Cana-
dian flag” My uncle died for this country in the Second World War. Our people
tought for this country. This country has a tremendous history. But it did not start
in 1871 and it did not start in 1867. It started thousands and thousands of years
ago when the Creator put us in our own homeland. The governments know we
are still here. We have changed a little bit — we eat pizza on Friday night, we rent
videos, we play country music, and 1 go to church on Sunday and to the longhouse
on Saturday — but we are still here. We are not invisible %

We have a wealth of knowledge passed down to us that we would love to share
with non-Natives. About 10 years ago, I put on a four-day course at a high school
for the Grade 10 and 11 students. I told them stories about the local mountains,
the history of Mt. Cheam and the meaning of “Chilliwack.” We discussed how
the Sto:l6 once lived in longhouses and sqémél (pit houses). For four days those
students sat listening. The teacher stood at the back of the room shaking her head
the whole time and afterward remarked, “I have never heard these kids so quiel
lor four days in my life.” They were learning history that was relevant to them
[hree years later, when I myself had gone back to school. I ran into a young uni-
versity student who said, “Mr. Point, you were one of my teachers [ looked,
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thinking, “Who the heck are you?” He said, “You taught me history when I was
in Grade 11."

The St6:16 are developing government structures and negotiating them into a
treaty. An Elders council has been formed. People say to me, “What's an Elder?” I
tell them if you wake up in the morning and your teeth are in a glass, you are an
Elder.  am only teasing, of course. It has to do with knowledge, respect, wisdom
and love — that is an Elder. There is also a council of Sto:lo chiefs. In the old days
leaders were referred to as si:ya:m. The term is seeing a revival. It takes a lifetime
to earn that title but only a minute to lose it. There is a Std:lo council of youth as
well. These things are together called the Sto:lo Government House. Some of the
Elders and some of the chiefs are also part of a Council of Justice and are devel-
oping a Sta:lo police force and a justice program. This is necessary because we
know that the justice system does not work for Aboriginal people. There must be
other ways of dealing with deviant behaviour. The deputy chief commissioner of
the RCMP in the province of British Columbia is very interested in supporting the
development of an Aboriginal police force. We call it a “peacekeeping force,” though
— people who can help solve community problems.

Our St6:l6 Government House is built on Aboriginal values. One of the strongest
values we have is humility. When a siyd:m walks into a gathering, he automatically
sits in the back: if the others invite him to sit in the front, then he moves. That is
humility. I watch Canadian politicians and I wonder if they have ever heard of that
principle. Our leaders are expected to serve the people and be there for them. Our
values and our systems are not European. However, the more [ study Europeans
and the more I learn about my own history, the more I find that in fact we are the
same. You love your Elders, you love your God, you cherish your young people,
and you have a strong sense of justice, just as we do. In fact, if you look long and
hard enough, you will find that there are probably more similarities than there are
differences. This historical atlas represents a significant attempt to bridge those
differences, to build cross-cultural understanding, and to establish respect. We
have both paid too much attention to the differences between us, and I want to
see that change. I hope that you do, too.

XWELIXWELTEL
The Honourable Judge Steven L. Point, former Sté:lo Nation Yewal Siyd:m



PREFACE

Aboriginal organizations, especially larger ones with the financial resources to sus-
tain interdisciplinary teams of researchers, can be hotbeds of academic research
and dynamic forums for the melding of indigenous and western ways of knowing,
All too frequently, however, this intellectual energy culminates in obscure, seldom-
referenced reports found on band office shelves and in tribal council archives.
There are good reasons for keeping research findings in such formats. Often the
information is of a sensitive nature. Often there is a fear, derived from a long his-
tory of betrayal at government hands, of how outsiders might use or misuse such
information. That certain Aboriginal leaders and community members are now
encouraging popular and academic works about their community’s cultural his-
tory indicates a growing sense of confidence within First Nations communities. It
also marks a shift toward a more balanced power relationship beween Aboriginal
and non-Native society. The fact that Aboriginal leaders are encouraging publica-
tions that discuss not merely accounts of Aboriginal-European relations, but also
the dynamics and tensions within and between Aboriginal communities and
people (over which there is no consensus of opinion or clear “good guy/bad guy”
relationships) reflects a decolonization of thought processes. This new openness
also exemplifies a reassertion of older cultural values and protocols, which call for
a multiplicity of opinions on a host of topics to be shared publicly and openly
discussed or debated.

Such is the spirit in which this historical atlas was produced. It is an example
of “work” in the classic Coast Salish sense (the public sharing of important infor-
mation relating to changing roles, status and associated relationships), conducted
by a community of joined individuals — in this instance not a “family,” but mem-
bers of Sté:la Nation's Aboriginal Rights and Title (AR&T) department and a few
of their siya:ye (friends).

The decision to produce this atlas was made at a Sté:lo Nation AR&T department
meeting in the spring of 1999. During a discussion of annual work plans, it was
noted that many research findings from previous projects were generally inaccessible
to staff and managers in other Sté:l6 Nation departments. In particular, there was
increasing demand from the Xyolhemeylh Health and Family Services programs, the
Community Development department (especially their education division) and the
Fisheries department to access information produced by AR&T for use in a host of
outreach programs and administrative restructuring initiatives. Similar requests for
information, with different motives, were also regularly being made by outside agen-
cies such as the provincial ministries of Forests; Parks; Energy, Mines and Resources;
Heritage; and Education. Perhaps most importantly, an ever-increasing number of
Sto:lo community members were requesting that staff visit their band offices or
homes to make presentations on aspects of Sto:lo culture and history.

The staff archaeologist, historian, cultural advisor, environmental planners,
archivist, research associates and geographical information systems technicians
were spending more time conducting workshops and making presentations than
doing research and analysis. A new publication was seen as a way of making a broad
range of information available to a wide spectrum of people. The format of a his-
torical atlas was chosen as the most effective medium for communicating our research
findings (although, as readers will discover, the word “atlas” perhaps does not go
quite far enough to describe the scope and nature of all the information presented).
The atlas form offered the best way of presenting a body of cultural information in
a manner accessible and palatable to Sta:lo community members, who continue to
prefer oral and visual communication over written text. Yet its wonderfully flexible
format still allowed for accompanying text and analytical discussion.

Our manager and department executive director, Clarence (Kat) Pennier, iden-
tified the atlas as a powerful educational tool with application to ongoing Sté:lo
Nation treaty negotiations. To ensure that the atlas served this function, he assigned
an 18-month publication deadline (and, although the atlas was a departmental
priority, it was not to seriously interfere with or displace other ongoing staff com-
mitments). Outside of establishing this deadline, Kat and the other leaders of Sto:1o
Nation refrained from any interference in the work’s contents or presentation. The
chief carrying the portfolio for our department, Lester Ned, defined our mandate
simply and directly as “Tell us what we need to hear, not what we want to hear.”
Chief Ned's statement reflects the degree to which this work is meant to inform
and educate Aboriginal and non-Native audiences alike. Its purpose is to create a
bridge of understanding between cultures rather than to speak or lecture across
cultural divides. :

An editorial board was established to determine the atlas’s content and to eval-
uate each plate as the authors created them. There were no Aboriginal politicians
on this board, although consultation with members of the Sta0 leadership was reg-
ular and ongoing. Each member of the editorial board was responsible for ensur-
ing that the atlas’s content met the standards of the intellectual community with
which they were affiliated. Thus, the board consisted of a cultural advisor, a histo-
rian, an archaeologist, an environmental planner, an archivist and a geographical
mformauonsystems mglﬁz itorial board meetings were periodically attended
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by Sto16 individuals who, though not formally a part of the process, expressed an
interest in what we were doing. They were welcomed and encouraged to partici-
pate in discussions. Some of the most profound insights and suggestions came from
Elizabeth Herrling and Rosaleen George, the team of fluent Halg'eméylem-speaking
Elders who met weekly with the atlas's cultural advisor, Albert (Sonny) McHalsie
and from the collective energies of the Lalems Ye Selyolexwe (the official Sto1o Nation
House of Elders, who have responsibility under the St6:16 Nation constitution for
cultural matters), for whom Sonny also arranged various meetings with individual
authors and with the editorial board as a whole.

Although every effort has been made to present information in an accurate and
respectful manner, not all readers will agree with everything they find between the
covers of this atlas. That is as it must be, for there has never been a single defini-
tive voice in either Aboriginal or non-Native historical discourse. As editors and
authors of this publication, we echo and endorse the sentiments of the Sté:15 Nation
managers, Elders and political leaders in encouraging others to publish new infor-
mation and interpretations to challenge or build upon the material presented here

KEITH THOR CARLS
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