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The MFA in Writing
community would
like to begin by
acknowledging that
the land on which we
gather is Treaty 6
territory, the
traditional territory
of Cree Peoples, and
on the homeland of
the Métis Nation. We
pay our respect to the
First Nation and Métis
ancestors of this
place and reaffirm
our relationship with
one another.

SPECIHL

CONTRIBUTORS
= Daniel Bliss
= Rahul Edwin
= Amy Gerein
= Jeanette Lynes

= Delaynie
I_Palmer-(rosb

[EpiTORS: |

Rahul Edwin

&
|_Erin Petrow_l
I_DWOUT;1

DESIGN:

Iirin Petroll

TABLESC

5 A NXIO Gve N MIo X X X X X X X X
aSSi h dzNIXDXNEXRKAXIXSKEX X X X
LY 0 N2 RdAZOA Y HNB XaXIXKIXIXAXKX X
'Y LYUSNWASG GA0TKXXXXNRX®D
aSSt hdzNJ / dzXNEB XK X X & kR S X &K X X
L'y LYUGSNIASGE 6 MEBKXKMXKXKX X
LY1{SR LYLINBaaaAzyay acC! {GdzRSy
5SSt 8YyABNRAOYSWNELIZNIAE FTNRY GKS
5y .tAaa Aa Iy 'YSNAOIY Ay (KS
¢St PSS _SIENBR 2F ¢l tSyady /St SoNFos

2NAoy3d b2NIUIKY 5F& hyS gAOGK hYl N

2 NAoy3d b2NIKY 518 ¢g2 gA0K (GKS w
2NAoy3d b2NIKY 5F& ¢KNBS gAG0K wdza
¢cAye Ividay @i KS . A3 { ONBSYy oddddDdP D
| AGKEAIKIA FTNRBY KA ald! NIAGD d3 NI ddy«
I . dzYLISNJ / NRL) 2F . 221400 dddddddd

Congratulations to
Nicole Haldoupis
on signing a feature

film option for \
Tiny Ruins! Q\




Chis is the first MFA in Writing
newsletter since 2019 when
the Covid pandemic ground
the world to a halt. What a
time it has been! Despite the
challenges of the past few
years, our MFA in Writing pro-
gram has flourished. Estab-
lished in 2011, the program
now has sixty-five graduates, a
growing cohort of mentors,
and an expanded faculty com-
plement. Creative writing pro-
gramming in the Department
of English has been building at
the undergraduate level as
well. During fall, 2022, we re-
turned to in-person classes and
were grateful to come back to
our beautiful campus on Treaty
6 Territory.

Congratulations to the Class of
2022! This energetic, lively
group of writers not only per-
severed through the pandemic,
but excelled: lan Canon, Kris-
tine Scarrow, Aliza Prodaniuk,
Callum  Wilson, Gunnar
Ohberg, Ozten Shebahkeget,
Brandon Fick, Karen Wood,
Delane Just.  Miraculously,
these students all converged in
Saskatoon to walk across the
stage at fall convocation and
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receive their degrees. Most
of them had never met in
person due to classes being

* 7 conducted online. We're so

proud of these graduates! Also
in autumn 2022, the MFA in
Writing welcomed seven new stu-
dents from across Canada and the
United States.

There’s much good news to share
in these pages. We were pleased
to partner again with the Sas-
katchewan Writers’ Guild and
offer a hybrid Writing North con-
ference in January 2023; Rahul
Edwin covered Writing North and
his stories appear in these pages.
We're grateful to the Department
of English for supporting this
event.

In faculty news. Dr. Sheri Benning
joined the Department of English
on a permanent basis last fall.
We're so fortunate to have Sheri’s
continuing contributions and her
visionary engagement. During the
pandemic, during lockdowns, she
launched the MFA in Writing Vari-
ety Show which filled our isolated
days with poetry, stories, and mu-
sic from writers and musicians
here at home in Saskatchewan
and across the country. Sheri con-
tinues to oversee The River Volta
Review of Books. We have been
fortunate, too, to have novelist
and scholar Sheheryar Sheikh
teaching fiction. And as always, we
have been blessed with amazing
mentors. Our most recent men-

MFA IN WRITING CLASS OF 2022

tors were Deborah Willis, Bill
Gaston, Jacob Scheier, Marina
Endicott, Lee Henderson, and
Kristine Scarrow. Mentor Can-
dace Savage received the 2022
Kloppenburg Literary Award,;
MFA in Writing student Delaynie
Palmer-Crosby  covered the
award ceremony; her story ap-
pears in these pages.

Our current MFA students and
graduates continue to impress
me with their creativity, drive,
and  accomplishments.  Tea
Gerbeza received the Thesis
Prize. Brandon Fick, Karen
Wood, and Olive Scott won
SSHRC (Social Sciences and Hu-
manities  Research  Council)
scholarships. lan Canon and Cal-
lum Wilson launched a literary
magazine, Quagmire. lan and
Callum, along with Delane Just,
ran the River Volta podcasts dur-
ing the pandemic. Kristine Scar-
row was appointed Writer in
Residence at Saskatoon Public
Library for the 2022-23 year.
Ozten Shebahkeget undertook
an internship with CBC Manito-
ba. Amy Gerein covers in this
newsletter the numerous books
our MFA graduates have pub-
lished over the past couple of
years. Our graduates have done
well in securing work in the arts
sector, as editors, and publicity
coordinators for publishers as
well as winning arts grants. They
also engage with the wider

writing  community through
involvement with local, artisanal
presses.

| owe many debts of thanks.
First, to the editors of this news-
letter, Rahul Edwin, English stu-
dent intern, and Erin Petrow,
MFA in Writing student; to my
colleague Dr. Sheri Benning for
her sustained support through-
out the pandemic, her teaching
prowess, and leadership of The
River Volta Review of Books and
the MFA Variety Show; to the
MFA students who carried the
River Volta Reading Series torch
through the pandemic — Dawn
Muenchrath, Walker Pityn, Josi-
ah Nelson, Olive Scott, Red Da-
vis, Ashley Lekach; Nadine Pen-
ner in the Administrative Sup-
port Group; my colleagues in
the Department of English for
their support and professional
service on thesis committees;
Amy Gerein in the Department
of Drama. Most of all, thank you
to our fearless writing students,
past and present. Your spirit
and dedication brought us
through the pandemic. It’s chal-
lenging to provide a snapshot of
almost four years in one report,
but we're still here, still writing.
And every day | recognize what
an honour it is to work with
MFA in Writing students at the
University of Saskatchewan.
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