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Mission Statement 
 

Connected to Saskatchewan, Western Canada, the North, the Great Plains environment and the 
world, we are teachers and scholars who are involved in the systematic study of political life. 
Our research and scholarly work reflect our pursuit of academic excellence, our involvement in 
interdisciplinary studies and our sense of place. We are committed teachers who place a high 
value on learning and understanding, analytical thinking, effective oral and written expressions, 
and our students’ development and success. As political scientists we contribute to the 
community by sharing our knowledge and expertise. 



University of Saskatchewan Political Studies Semi Annual Newsletter 2 

1. Remarks by the Editor 
 

The Department has been very active since the last issue of this newsletter appeared.  This 
issue records many of the activities of both faculty and students.  We want to devote more 
attention to the accomplishments of our graduates.  Where are you and what are you doing?  
How have you put to work what you have learned as a student of politics?  What career path 
have you taken?  Send us a profile of yourself (and maybe a picture) – or just a paragraph on 
what you are doing.  While we may not be able to publish everything that is submitted, we 
do want to hear from you.  Write to the Editor, Ron Wheeler, at: ron.wheeler@usask.ca. 

 
 
2. Faculty News 
 

 Loleen Berdahl (left) and her colleague Tracey Raney (Ryerson 
University) have been shortlisted for a Canadian Political Science 
Association (CPSA) prize. Their paper, ““A Woman’s Duty?  
Explaining the Gender/Vote Paradox with Citizenship Norms,” is 
one of three papers that have been short listed for the Jill Vickers 
Prize awarded to the best paper on gender and politics presented at 
the 2009 CPSA conference. The prize will be announced at the 2010 
CPSA conference in Montreal in June 2010. 

 
Professor Berdahl also presented a paper at the Prairie Political Science Association 
Conference in Calgary in October 2009.  

  
Professors Emeriti John Courtney and David Smith published The Oxford Handbook of 
Canadian Politics early in the new year.  The volume provides a comprehensive overview 
of the transformation that has occurred in Canadian politics since the country achieved 

autonomy and examines the institutions and processes of Canadian 
government and politics at the local, provincial and federal levels.  Several 
of the chapters were authored by scholars who were students or professors at 
the U of S at some time in their academic careers, including Eric Montpetit, 
Yale Belanger, F. Leslie Seidle, Jennifer Welsh and David Newhouse.  
There will be a Canadian launch of the book at the Diefenbaker Centre on 
May 26, 2010.  
 

David McGrane (right) will be taking advanced statistics courses in the 2010 Inter-
University Consortium for Political and Social Research Summer Program in Quantitative 
Methods of Social Research at the University of Michigan from June 21 to July 16, 2010.  
 
Jason Zorbas is presenting a paper entitled “A Red Tory in Foreign Affairs: Analyzing 
John Diefenbaker's Foreign Policies from an Ideological Perspective” at the Annual Meeting 
of the Canadian Political Science Association in June.  
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Russ Isinger, who has often served as a sessional lecturer in Political Studies, was 
appointed Registrar and Director of Academic Services and Financial Assistance as of 
November 23, 2009, after serving as Acting Registrar since July 1, 2009. 
 
Bill Rafoss (M.A. 05) (right) recently returned from two 
weeks in Kenya where he researched the causes of post-
election violence and met with representatives of the Kenya 
National Commission on Human Rights. Bill is a Sessional 
Lecturer in the Political Studies Department and he will be 
teaching Governance in Canada and Canadian Politics in the 
Spring/Summer session this year.  

  
Hans Michelmann gave a presentation on the History of European Integration Studies in 
Canada, 1975-1995, at the European Community Studies Association (Canada) biennial 
conference in Victoria, B.C. on May 1, 2010.  
 
Kalowatie Deonandan (right) received a Tri-Council Bridge Fund 
Grant from the Office of the Vice-President Research  to pursue her 
research on mining in Latin America and the Caribbean.  

  
Ron Wheeler (below, left) was an invited participant in the 4th Annual 
Prairie Defense and Security Consortium Workshop on “U.S. 

International Security Policy in the Obama Administration,” held at 
the Center for Defense and Security Studies at the University of 
Manitoba on February 17, 2010.  He also gave two invited lectures.  
The first was on December 10, 2009 for the Canadian International 
Council on “US President Obama – A Foreign Policy Report Card.” 
The second was on March 31 for Amnesty International on “Torture 
and the Bush Administration.” 
 

 
3. The New Political Survey Laboratory 
 

Loleen Berdahl and Joe Garcea (right), along with their collaborator Maureen Bourassa 
(Marketing), were recently awarded a Canada Foundation for Innovation (CFI) grant to 
develop and use a survey laboratory and focus group facility.  The 
facility is a component of the larger Social Science Research 
Laboratory, located in the Arts Building at the University of 
Saskatchewan.  The survey laboratory will have data collection, 
analysis and storage capacities.  The laboratory will feature 20 CATI 
stations for multi-method data collection (including telephone, web 
and mixed mode surveys), as well as focus group space with audio 
and video recording capacity.  The three researchers will use the 
facility to study social responsibility. Their research will produce 
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practical knowledge on how organizations in governmental, for-profit, and not-for-profit 
sectors can be more responsible to communities, groups, and individuals in their policies, 
programs and projects.  Construction on the facility will begin this summer.  

  
 
4. News about the 2010 Saskatchewan Legislative Internship Program 
 

The Saskatchewan Legislative Internship Program (SLIP) is a jointly-sponsored initiative of 
the University of Saskatchewan and the University of Regina.  The Program provides four 
Saskatchewan university students with an opportunity to learn, through practical 
experience, about democratic and parliamentary processes in Saskatchewan.  The following 
report was prepared in April 2010 by this year’s Saskatchewan Legislative Interns.  

 
The 2010 Saskatchewan Legislative Interns have reached the midpoint of their seven-month 
internship. The last three-and-a-half months have passed in a whirlwind of activity and 
travel for interns Sheena Gordon, Elise Lonie, Craig Fink, and Mike Selnes. Each intern has 
had the opportunity to learn and participate in Saskatchewan’s political and legislative 
system in a unique way. 
 
One of the basic components of the internship is constituency travel, and all of the interns 
had tremendous experiences in the constituencies of their first of two MLA mentors. Craig 
Fink, who worked with MLA Warren McCall (Regina-Elphinstone Centre), had the 
opportunity to attend a pipe ceremony and feast at the Core Ritchie Centre in Regina, as 
well as a sweat-lodge ceremony. Mike Selnes accompanied his mentor MLA, Randy 
Weekes (Biggar), on a tour of this MLA’s rural riding. The tour included a stop at the 
Sunnydale and Eagle Creek Hutterite colonies, where residents aired their grievances 
regarding government involvement in the hog industry. Elise Lonie traveled to 
Lloydminister to learn more about the riding of MLA Tim McMillan (Lloydminster), and 
attended town-hall meetings held by Mr. McMillan to gauge the opinions of his 
constituents. Sheena Gordon’s trip to the riding of MLA David Forbes (Saskatoon Centre) 
included a visit to family court, as well as meetings with community-based organizations, 
namely the Open Door Society and the Newcomers’ Centre. 
 
In addition to constituency visits, the interns also attended the conventions of both political 
parties represented in the Legislative Assembly, travelling to the NDP convention in Price 
Albert and attending the Saskatchewan Party convention in Regina. The interns also were 
invited to participate in the annual conferences of the Saskatchewan Association of Rural 
Municipalities, the Saskatchewan Urban Municipalities Association, and the Saskatchewan 
Association of Health Organizations. All of these conventions and conferences 
supplemented and expanded upon the political and legislative knowledge they gained by 
closely observing the Legislative Assembly. 
 
The longest trip of all in the first term of the internship was the interns’ comparative-study 
trip to Toronto and Ottawa. In Toronto, Mike, Elise, Sheena, and Craig met up with fellow 
interns from the Ontario Legislative Internship Program, who planned a full itinerary for the 
Saskatchewan interns, including meetings with the Ombudsman of Ontario and the 
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Environmental Commissioner. In Ottawa, the interns arrived just in time to watch Canada 
win the men’s hockey gold medal in the Olympic Games and then joined in the celebrations 
on Parliament Hill. In the days following that triumphant moment, the interns of the 
Parliamentary Internship Program planned out a packed itinerary, which included meetings 
with Liberal MP Ralph Goodale, Minister of Defense Peter MacKay, former Liberal Leader 
Stephane Dion, Green Party leader Elizabeth May, several members of the Parliamentary 
press gallery, and many others from think tanks and within the operations of parliament. 
Saskatchewan interns were also present for the reading of the 2010 budget speech by 
Finance Minister Jim Flaherty. 
 
Lest you think that the interns spent the entire time travelling and did little work, rest 
assured that the days within the Legislative Building were spent writing questions and 
member’s statements and researching various proposals for their respective MLA mentors 
The bustling atmosphere of the “marble palace” is infectious and it is by far a better work 
place than any the interns have had before. 
 
The interns have now switched “sides” and are now working with their second MLA 
mentors, which will bring new challenges and opportunities in the months ahead. They are 
also currently planning the second comparative-study trip of their internship that will take 
them to New York City, Washington, D.C., and Richmond, Virginia. Meetings have already 
been scheduled at the United Nations, Columbia University, and the U.S. and Virginia 
Capitols. Anything could happen in the final half of the internship, but regardless of what 
lies ahead, the interns are certain that it will be just as fascinating as the last three-and-a-half 
months. 
 
The application deadline for the 2011 Saskatchewan Legislative Internship Program has 
closed.  The deadline for applications for the 2012 internship (which will take place from 
January to July of 2012) is March of 2011.  For further information, see the SLIP website:  
www.legassembly.sk.ca/internship/. 

 
 
5 News from the Prairie Centre for the Study of Ukrainian Heritage at St Thomas More 

College 
 

Internship Program.  The Prairie Centre for the Study of Ukrainian Heritage at St Thomas 
More College received multiple-year funding from the Government of Saskatchewan, 
Department of Advance Education to continue with the University of 
Saskatchewan/Chernivtsi National University Graduate Student Internship Program.  
 

The program, coordinated by Bohdan Kordan (left), provides for the 
placement of a University of Saskatchewan graduate student at the 
Hnatyshyn Canadian for Canadian Studies.   

 
Carl Hydomako, a graduate student currently completing his MA in 
Political Studies at the University of Saskatchewan, was selected and 
is serving at the Centre as the 2010 University of Saskatchewan 
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graduate intern. Mr. Hydomako is the third student sent overseas since 2007 as part of the 
program.  
 
Roundtable on “Managing Immigration: The Canadian/Ukrainian/Saskatchewan 
Experience.” A grant from the Government of Saskatchewan, Department of Advanced 
Education was awarded to the Prairie Centre for the Study of Ukrainian Heritage at St 
Thomas More College in support of the faculty/ graduate student roundtable “Managing 
Immigration: The Canadian/Ukrainian/Saskatchewan Experience.”  
 
The roundtable will take place May 11-12 at the Hnatyshyn Canadian Studies Centre, 
Chernivtsi National University with additional support having been secured from the 
Government of Canada (Dept of Foreign Affairs) and the UofS College of Graduate Studies. 
Political Studies faculty and graduate students will participate alongside Ukrainian 
colleagues and students in a discussion on the public policy challenges and issues associated 
with Ukrainian immigration to Canada.  

 
 
6. Report from the Graduate Chair 

 
Professor Hans Michelmann, the Graduate Chair, writes that, 
“the graduate program continues as vibrant as ever. The last issue 
introduced this academic year’s incoming cohort. In the meantime all its 
members have defended their thesis proposal and are hard at work on their 
research and on writing their first chapters. Topics range widely reflecting 
students’ interests and the Department’s strengths: US trade relations with 
Ghana, Kenya and South Africa under the African Growth and 
Opportunity Act (Augustine Frimpong); Saskatchewan`s Immigration and 

Employment Policies for International Students (Kim Assailly); Saskatchewan Immigration: 
Economic and Cultural Perspectives on Integration (Tara Longmire); Canada and missile 
defence (Eric Macfarlane); the role of NGOs in resolving the Aceh conflict (Lee Todd); 
Gender Inequality in the Liberation Tigers of Tamil Eelam (Sarah Shoker); Environmental 
Regulation of Norway’s Offshore Oil Production (Tyra Ohman); and the establishment  of 
an environmental regulation regime for energy the development in the Canadian North 
(Stephen Higham). James Moore, our first ever federal cabinet minster graduate student, is 
writing his thesis on constituency and party pressures impinging on an MP in the highly 
contentious process of passing same-sex marriage legislation.  
 
Five students completed their Masters program by successfully defending their thesis so far 
this academic year. The subjects of their theses provide further evidence of the breadth of 
academic interests and competencies of the Department’s faculty and students: Meagan 
Williams (interests and values in Canadian foreign policy); Lindell Veitch (The Populist 
Imaginary of Ecuador’s Lucio Gutiérrez); Stacy Beever (Women's Role in Peacebuilding in 
Latin America); Gregory Poelzer (Governance Structures, Bargains and Processes in the 
Saskatchewan Uranium Industry); and Katherine Walker (Treaty Federalism in 
Saskatchewan). We wish them success in their future endeavors and trust that they will stay 
in touch with the Department. 
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Because of the strength of our graduate program, reflected in part by the large number of 
graduating students in the 2008-2009 academic year, the Department has been granted its 
highest level of University graduate student funding ever for the coming academic year: 
three University Graduate Scholarships and three Graduate Student Fellowships. This 
funding will allow us to provide a record number of incoming students with financial 
assistance from these university sources and to move a good distance toward our goal of 
providing all members of incoming cohorts with financial aid.  
 
Fifteen students from previous cohorts continue to work on their theses. The total number of 
graduate students at various stages of completing their program, then, is twenty-four.     

 
 
7. Undergraduate Awards in Political Studies, International Studies, Public 

Administration and Aboriginal Public Administration 
 

There are a number of academic awards available to graduating undergraduate students in 
the Department’s programs:  Some of these are awarded solely on performance in courses 
and programs.  Students are considered without making application.  Among these are the 
Dorothy Jackson Nenniger Scholarship, the R. Macgregor Dawson Prize in Political Studies, 
and the Honourable Donald Alexander McNiven Prize in Political Studies.  

 
Some scholarships and awards require that students make application.  Undergraduate 
students should consider these and be attentive to the application deadlines.  They are: the 
Allan P. Isinger Essay Prize, the J. D. Aebig Essay Prize In Canadian Government And 
Politics, the Nexen Inc. Awards For Aboriginal Students In Public Administration, and the 
R.H.D. (Bob) Phillips Scholarship.  

 
Note that many other multidisciplinary awards are also available to students in Department 
programs.  For these, see the University of Saskatchewan and the College of Arts & Science 
websites.  

 
For a full description of these awards, see:  

 
http://www.usask.ca/politic/awards/index.php. 

 
 
8. The Undergraduate Scholar in Global Governance Program 
 

The Undergraduate Scholar in Global Governance Program was established in the fall of 
2009 to provide outstanding undergraduate majors in Political Studies, Public 
Administration, Aboriginal Public Administration and International Studies with 
opportunities to interact with Department faculty and with each other, and to participate in 
the ongoing life of the Department.  
 
Students selected as Undergraduate Scholars are identified on the Department website and 
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invited to Department seminars and other events during the academic year. They may also, 
if they are interested, be asked by faculty administrative staff to undertake occasional paid 
work as student assistants. To be considered as a candidate for the Program, students are 
asked to apply in writing and there is an interview process.  
 
The Governance Scholars for 2009-10 are: Michelle Biddulph, Sean Boots, Lance 
Hammell, Brookelyn Kirkham, Rachel Malena and Julia Quigley.  
 
 

9. The Political Studies, Public Administration and Aboriginal Public Administration 
Students’ Society (PASS)  
 
PASS Graduation Banquet.  The Political Studies, Public Administration and Aboriginal 
Public Administration (PASS) Grad Banquet took place at the Boffins Club on March 20, 
2010. It was a delightful evening. The Boffins Club served an exquisite dinner, and 
provided a pleasant environment to celebrate the accomplishments of this year’s gradating 
class. The graduates, along with their family members and professors were able to attend.  
 
Kelsey Topola was the MC for the evening. She led a toast to the professors, one to the 
parents and introduced the guest speaker. The President of PASS, Bonnie Cherewyk led a 
toast to the graduates. 

 
The guest speaker for the evening was the Honourable Rob Norris 
(left), Minister of Advanced Education, Employment and Labour, and 
a former student in the Department of Political Studies.  He delivered 
an insightful speech for the graduates and their parents.    
 
The banquet was a joyous evening for the graduates, family members 
and professors.  PASS thanks everyone for their support and help in 
making this night a success.  
 

At the end of the evening there was a PASS draw for $200.00 cash. Kelsey Jakowski was 
the winner of this prize.  
 
New PASS Executive.  The PASS officers for next year are: 
 
President: Trent Blezy 
Vice President: Daryl Hofmann 
Social Director: Shawn Parchoma  
 
 

10. The International Studies Students Association (ISSA)  
 
ISSA Graduation Banquet.  The International Studies Students Association held its 
graduation banquet at Amigos Restaurant on April 17.   In the midst of final exams, almost 
50 students and professors of the University’s International Studies program attended an end 
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of year banquet to celebrate the end of the school year, the program’s first year as a part of 
the Department of Political Studies and, for many, the completion of their undergraduate 
degrees 
 
After eating, everyone took part in an internationally themed trivia contest.  The competition 
was revealing as Professor Deonandan clearly asserted herself as being the most competitive 
faculty but her team finished well behind the team headed by Professor York.  Everyone had 
the opportunity to reflect on some of their most memorable experiences of the International 
Studies program.   
 
It was an enjoyable and entertaining evening to wind up a year of ISSA international-
themed pub crawls and community events.   
 
Professor Bob Stock gave a short talk on the international studies program, its move to 
Political Science, and recent successes of students in the program.  The ISSA thanked him 
for his kind words of inspiration. 

 
A major highlight of the evening was a musical performance by 
Allyson James-Loth, Megan Kent and Lane Krainyk (left).   
 
The lyrics to their song captures memories of students graduating 
from the International Studies Program.  The lyrics are: 
 
“And so we talked all night about the rest of our lives 
Where we’re gonna be when we turn 35 
Reflecting on all the IS themes 
So much to learn we have four streams  

 
But when we’re done this year, it won’t be you and me 
No more study breaks in a different country 
We’re going to have go find real jobs 
So that a bank we won’t have to rob  
 
And there was me and you 
And then we got real blue 
Talking ‘bout good times in IS 402 
When we would get so excited and we’d get so scared 
Global inequality is just not fair 
 
And this is how it feels… 
 
CHORUS: 
 
SEES (Slavic and Eastern European Studies!), or ICC 
Can’t forget those times with me 
In history classes, learning about Prussia 
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A term abroad? Perhaps in Russia! 
 
Latin America, Development 
Can’t forget those times we spent 
Learning about Kenya or Uganda,  
Revolution in Guatemala 
 
As we go on we remember 
All the classes we had together 
And as our lives change 
We’ll go wherever, IS majors, students forever 
 
Fundraising beer nights, when we didn’t have money 
IS pub crawls wearing costumes that were funny  
Well we did cool things of which we should be proud 
Like all those times that we vowed…  
 
Get your papers done early, don’t stay up all night  
Cuz the next day you don’t feel just quite right 
Well that never really happened, in all 4 years 
MEG and ALLY: When you had stuff to do   
LANE: I went out for beers! 
 
From POLS 111, to SOC 110 
ECON 270 – (SOMEONE): took that again!  
Well we did real good in a couple of classes 
And in some others just happy to pass 
 
Ally: Well IS taught us a lot of big words  
A lot of acronyms that we never had heard 
UNHRC, UNDP   
SALT I and II – what do they mean to me?  
(Nothing, we are in Development…) 
 
NAFTA and the WTO 
The IMF and NATO 
The World Bank and the MDG’s 
The OAS and the Arab League 
 
Stock, Deonandan, Handy and Steeves, 
They all taught us about the SAP’s 
The International Criminal Court 
We learned from Wheeler, Garcea and York 
 
Will the UN be irrelevant? 
Will the war in Iraq be worth how much was spent? 
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Will nuclear power bring peace on earth? 
Will the Global South achieve their worth?  
 
Will the oppressed rise up, revolution in mind? 
No longer need to make all the things we buy 
It comes down to us now, boys and girls 
Be the change you want to see in the world  
 
Bringing international students to Louis’ 
For dollar beer it was a party 
Titanics and pitchers all night long 
Drinking with foreign students is not wrong 
(Its international relations!) 
 
And this is how it feels… 
 
CHORUS: 
 
SEES (Slavic and Eastern European Studies!), or ICC 
Can’t forget those times with me 
In history classes, learning about Prussia 
A term abroad? Perhaps in Russia! 
 
Latin America, Development 
Can’t forget those times we spent 
Learning about Kenya (Odinga!), or Uganda (Museveni!),  
Revolution in Guatemala 
 
As we go on we remember 
All the classes we had together 
And as our lives change 
We’ll go wherever, IS majors, students forever 
(repeat)” 
 
 

11. Profiles of Past and Present Students 
 

Thomas Hovland (left) is graduating with a B.A. degree in Political Studies 
this spring. He has also been a member of AIESEC’s student leadership 
team in Saskatoon.  AIESEC is a 100% student run global internship 
program. 
 
Starting as the VP Corporate Development he advanced to become the Local 
Committee President. He now works as AIESEC’s National External 
Relations Manager in Brussels.  This position entails creating and managing 
national partnerships to provide Belgian based businesses, NGO’s, and  
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government agencies with talented student interns from around the world through the 
AIESEC’s Global Internship Program. 
 
Eva Kiryakos graduated with a high honours degree in International Studies and an 
honours degree in Political Studies from the University of Saskatchewan in 1998.  She then 
entered the College of Law at the University of Saskatchewan.  After graduation, she 
articled with the Saskatchewan Department of Justice where she worked in three legal 
divisions: Civil Law, Public Law, and Public Prosecutions.   
 
After her articling year, Eva worked in private practice, primarily in the area of civil 
litigation.  Since 2007 she has been in-house corporate counsel for a national hospitality 
chain with significant asset and land holdings.  She writes that “my responsibilities focus on 
commercial leasing law and I act on behalf of my tenant employer.  I concentrate my 
practice in drafting, negotiating and successfully concluding offers to lease, leases and all 
ancillary documentation.” 
 
 

12. Departures 
 
At the end of June, Ms. Sharon Hertz, who is currently our Department and Graduate 
Secretary, will leave us for other pursuits.  We are sorry to lose her.  She has served the 
Department and its students in a very professional, conscientious and cheerful manner.  She 
often worked long hours and, without her, we would not have met many important 
deadlines.  We wish her well. 
 
 

13. Arrivals 
 
Members of the Department parented two babies since the last newsletter! 
  
The David McGrane family now has a daughter: Anne, who was born in December of last 
year.  The Department’s Administrative Assistant Blair Pisio and his wife Jenna had their 
first child, a son named Otys Paul, on April 25. 
 
Congratulations to both the McGrane’s and Pisio’s! 

 
 

Department of Political Studies, University of Saskatchewan 
283C Arts Building, 9 Campus Drive  

Saskatoon, SK S7N 5A5, Canada 
Phone: 306-966-5208; e-mail: political.studies@usask.ca 

 
 

Look for the next issue of this Newsletter in the Fall of 2010. 
 

 


