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This course, in examining World War I, will look 
especially at how it produced two revolutions, first in 
Russia, with the triumph of Communism in late 1917, 
then in Italy and Germany, with the advent of Fascism, 
in 1919. Thus, in the wake of war, two antithetical 
ideals took root, with the left-wing communists 
proclaiming an international class war, and the right-
wing fascists, who placed the state above the 
individual, and the nation above all, as the repository of 
all classes. 

In most ancient and medieval western philosophy, the 

opposition between good and evil, the good having 

primacy over evil, had a fundamental role in accounting 

for the prevailing order of the world and the nature of the 

human condition. Since the enlightenment, however, the 

objectivity of this opposition and the natures of the 

opposites of good and evil have been matters of ongoing 

widespread dispute or extreme skepticism. This is due in 

part to the prevalence of a rather strict form of naturalism 

within the natural and social sciences and the dominance 

of the sciences in enlightenment and post-enlightenment 

intellectual or learned culture.   

 

But, despite this tendency in modern intellectual culture, 

the distinction between good and evil still has its force, 

especially in light of the kind of apparent radical evil 

illustrated in recent history, and calls persistently, for this 

reason, for renewed examination.  Accordingly, in this 

course, we will be examining and assessing philosophical 

accounts from the history of philosophy of good and evil 

and attempting to frame an account of their objectivity 

that stands up to the challenges of naturalism and helps to 

make sense of the apparent existence of radical evil in 

such recent totalitarian regimes as Nazi Germany and the 

Soviet Union. (Other examples may be considered as 

well). 



              

 

The course focuses broadly on the cultural trajectories 
of various regions in the middle east. This course would 
see us focus on a different major time period each 
week for the duration of the course, beginning in the 
Palaeolithic and carrying through to the modern day. 
Within each period the cultural development of regions 
including the Levant (modern-day Israel, Jordan, 
Lebanon, and Syria) and Mesopotamia will be 
discussed. Major topics that will be analyzed include 
shifts in human habitation and landscape use, the 
development of agriculture, the invention of writing, 
the beginnings of urbanization, trade, and ancient 
economic and subsistence practices. These major 
themes will be discussed with reference to specific 
archaeological entities, including major sites, towns, 
and cities that feature prominently in the history or 
prehistory of particular regions.  
Given the current state of global affairs, and with the 
recently prominent position that archaeological 
materials in the Near East have taken in the news, 
special attention will be paid to general regions and 
specific sites that are currently under threat, or whose 
status as threatened seems imminent. This will, 
hopefully, provide a better understanding of the 
importance of the past as a global community.

 

International politics often seems to be an anarchic realm 

where states (their leaders) and their opponents simply 

do as they wish to promote their interests or "vision," 

and where there are no moral rules they must follow and 

none they all follow.  Often, they seem to do what they 

want and simply justify it afterward.  

 

However, while the situations international players face 

are sometimes unique, all human beings have beliefs and 

values that affect what they see, how they interpret it, 

and what use they want to make of it.  Some of those 

beliefs and values are moral ones about what goals and 

actions are "right" and "wrong."  

 

This course will look at some aspects of international 

law, religion and philosophy that provide different 

standards concerning the right and wrong of 

international affairs.   

 

We will also examine a variety of important and current 

global conflicts to see what moral decisions they may 

require.  Such topics as terrorism, the use of torture, 

preventive war, the bombing of civilians, nuclear 

proliferation, economic sanctions, and targeted 

assassinations will be discussed in class.  



              

 

 
The global transition to “green energy” is driven by 
attempts to reduce both greenhouse gas emissions and 
the use of non-renewable resources. The course will 
examine the definition, location, and importance of 
green energy sources, such as solar, wind, geothermal, 
hydroelectric, tidal, and nuclear.  
 
The geological characteristics of these energy sources 
will be considered, along with the use of resources and 
other issues associated with the generation, storage, 
and distribution of the energy produced. Local, 
national, and global examples will be provided in order 
to emphasize that an understanding of geology is 
important to the success of green energy initiatives. 

 
This course will examine in very broad and fundamental 
terms, musical aesthetics from a variety of perspectives 
and vantage points, as they relate to specific musical 
styles and/or eras. Musical styles would include but may 
not be limited to: (1) early jazz, (2) straight ahead jazz, (3) 
modern jazz, (4) classical, (5) romantic, (6) baroque, (7) 
contemporary, (8) opera, (9) folk (i.e. from a variety of 
cultures such as music from Ghana). The ability to read 
music notation is not a requirement for this course. 
 
By the completion of this course students should have 
gained valuable insight into what is valued aesthetically 
within various musical styles and historical periods. For 
example, what did jazz musicians in the 1950s highly 
value when playing jazz, what do classical musicians of 
today value most in terms of classical music, how does 
one listen to a style of music with the right 'set of ears’ to 
get the most out of the experience.  
 
A variety of well-informed guest speakers (i.e. from the 
community), each of will speak to a specific style of 
music and in so doing will ‘link’ fundamental issues of 
aesthetics into that musical style. Confirmed instructors 
at the point of this course proposal submission include 
UofS Music Prof. Dean McNeill,  Saskatoon Symphony 
Orchestra Executive Director Mark Turner (talking about 
opera), and Saskatoon Symphony Artistic Director and 
Conductor Eric Paetkau. 

 



              

 

Modern physics tells us that the universe began with a 
Big Bang—an instant 14 billion years ago, when all of 
space, starting from a single point, began to expand. By 
the turn of the 21st century, cosmologists had 
determined how galaxies emerged within this 
expanding universe, growing ever farther apart at a 
rate that first slowed down, but after a while started 
accelerating. Physicists now think the main influences 
on this changing rate of expansion are mysterious 
things we call “dark matter” and “dark energy”, and 
that all the stars and galaxies we see actually make up 
less than 5% of the universe. 
 
But how did we arrive at this picture? What is the 
evidence for it, and how certain are we that there’s no 
other explanation? This course will present answers to 
these and related questions through a story that begins 
with the first humans to witness patterns in the 
movements of stars and planets across the night sky, 
through the birth of Science and the Copernican 
revolution in the 16th and 17th centuries, to Einstein’s 
theories of relativity and the 20th century discovery that 
the universe is expanding, and the detailed 
measurements that followed. 







This course will both provide background on the 
American political system and explore what effects the 
Donald Trump presidency will have on the system.   
 
The course will examine the basic institutions of 
American government, such as Congress, the Supreme 
Court and the presidency, as well as various policy issues 
such as US foreign relations and economic policies, but in 
the context of the Trump presidency.   
 
Contemporary events will be used to illustrate how these 
institutions and processes work and are evolving as a 
result of the 2016 presidential elections. 
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