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It was as if the world came off its axis as a result of World War I, both literally and morally, for things now 
seemed at a slightly different tilt, with reality itself partially distorted, and morality askew, in the wake of the 
trauma of the trenches. This made the 1920s, the focus of this class, a curious mix of the anxious and the 
adventurous; of a culture that nurtured creativity, and an incubator that spawned dictatorships. 
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In the current American political and journalistic debacle, the casual dismissal of truth has led only to more 
distrust, disorder and obstruction in political affairs.  But this kind of contempt for truth among some 
politicians and journalists, arguably, has had some precedents in the recurring devaluation or dismissal of 
truth in, of all things, philosophy.   
 
Some recent philosophers, for example, have insisted that the meaning of truth is so simple that it is barely 
relevant in practice. However, the importance of being truthful seems to outstrip what can be based on any 
apparent clichés about truth.  
 
The whole logic of truth seems to make a crucial difference to the moral and political importance of speaking 
the truth.  In this course, then, we shall be looking at both truth and truthfulness, surveying critically some key 
ancient, medieval, modern, and contemporary accounts, from Plato to Aquinas, to William James, Nietzsche, 
and Bertrand Russell, and ending with the “alternative facts” approach to truth taken by some contemporary 
expositors.   
 
The course will also provide an argument for the view that truth has many connected meanings, only one of 
which is fundamental to both the intellectual and practical importance of truth. 
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Ancient History 

In many ways, the ancient Greeks laid the foundations for the western world – from democracy to 
philosophy, the legacy of the Greeks is all around us. However, the Greeks were also very different from 
us. The Athenians, who created the world’s first democracy, would not have considered our system 
worthy of sharing the name. In fact, they felt that elections were undemocratic. And while the Greeks are 
rightly remembered as the originators of western philosophy, it is important to bear in mind that 
Socrates – perhaps the most famous philosopher of all – was condemned to death by the very same men 
with whom he used to discuss questions of justice and morality. 
 
This course will introduce the world of the Greeks. Rather than a standard history of battles fought and 
wars won, we will instead examine aspects of Greek society and culture. From the citizen-soldiers (known 
as “hoplites”) who embodied Greek ideals of civic responsibility to the tradition of the symposium – a 
house party that was equal parts drunken revel and philosophical debate – we will see what made Greek 
society so unique and enduringly influential. Along the way we’ll discuss art, athletics, theatre, myth, and 
more. 
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Donald Trump has broken many social, political and diplomatic conventions in his time as President.  Perhaps it 
is better to say he has smashed and ignored, not just broken them.   
 
While many say "it’s Trump" and then either bemoan or celebrate his actions, we will take a more nuanced 
approach and examine the effects of his choices, policies and communications (yes, we'll definitely be talking 
about his Twitter account!)     
 
We will explore the role that convention plays in politics, society and diplomacy, and whether or not the sky 
really is falling because these are being ignored or, to quote Shakespeare, "it's much ado about nothing."   
 
The class will combine both history and current events, as well as global issues, Canadian and American politics 
and western societal norms to try and understand the impact of the Trump presidency. 
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