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A Message from the Department Head

Greetings and best wishes from the Department of Chemistry!  It has 
been another busy and productive year for the department, with many 
changes and events to share with you.  This is the closest we have had 
to a “normal” academic year since the Covid pandemic began, with all of 
our classes, laboratories and research programs running fully in-person.  
It has been particularly gratifying to see the enthusiasm with which our 
students have embraced in-person classes as well as the strong sense of 
community they have developed.  Our undergraduate social organization 

(CS2) has a historically high record enrollment and enthusiastic young 
chemists are filling our classrooms!  The energy and engagement of our 
students has been exceptional.  The younger generation is getting in 
on the act as well, as our contributions to student outreach programs, 
including the Kamskénow program, have returned to full speed, thanks 
to the exceptional efforts of our laboratory staff.  While there are still 
lingering challenges related to Covid, we seem to have weathered the 
storm and are excited about the year to come.  (continued p. 2)
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Department of Chemistry News

Message from the 
Head continued...

Canada Research Chair in Analytical 
Chemistry Tara Kahan received the 
Chemical Institute of Canada Environment 
Division Early Career Research Award for 
2023. The award recognizes an outstanding 
early career researcher who has made 
distinguished contributions in the fields of 
environmental chemistry or environmental 
chemical engineering, while working in any 
sector in Canada.

Lee Wilson was named to the newly-
created Indigenous Leadership Circle in 
Research, meant to advise the presidents 
of Canada’s three federal research funding 
agencies – the Canadian Institutes of 
Health Research, the Natural Sciences and 
Engineering Research Council and the 
Social Sciences and Humanities Research 
Council – plus the Canada Foundation for 
Innovation.

Steven Langdon (PhD ‘18) received the 
2023 Sylvia Wallace Sessional Lecturer 
Award, which is sponsored by the Gwenna 

Moss Centre for Teaching and Learning. The 
award annually recognizes the important 
and essential contribution of sessional 
lecturers to USask’s teaching community.

The University’s Board of Governors granted 
promotions to two faculty, effective July 
1, 2023. Tara Kahan was promoted to 
Professor, and Chris Phenix received 
tenure and was promoted to Associate 
Professor.

The research paper by Michel Gravel’s 
lab entitled 
“Synthesis 
of a highly 
aromatic and 
planar dehydro 
[10]annulene 
derivative” was 
featured on the 
cover of the 
September 2022 
issue of Nature 
Synthesis.

Accreditation Renewal
The department’s BSc Honours program 
and BSc Four-Year program recently had 
accreditation renewed by the Canadian 
Society for Chemistry (CSC) for the period 
of 2023 to 2031. The renewal process was 
led by David Palmer, and included a site 
visit by the accreditation team in 2022. 
Accreditors met with students, staff, and 
faculty; toured teaching laboratories; and 
reviewed a detailed report of program 
course requirements. CSC accreditation 
has many benefits, including providing 
national-level recognition of the high 
quality of our programs, and forming 
the educational basis of the professional 
chemist designation. The department’s 
programs were first accredited 25 years ago, 
and the renewal is an acknowledgement of 
the world-class education USask offers in 
Chemistry.

Gianluigi Botton, science director of the Canadian 
Light Source (CLS) was welcomed to the department 
as an adjunct faculty member. Dr. Botton is on 
secondment from McMaster University where 
he is a Professor in the Department of Materials 
Science and Engineering. He is leading a variety of 
important scientific initiatives at the CLS, many of 
which will be of enormous benefit to the graduate 
students and faculty carrying out synchrotron-
based research in the department.

The department also welcomed Tyler Morhart   
as an adjunct faculty member. Dr. Morhart is a 
graduate of the Department of Chemistry, receiving 
his BSc Honours in 2014 and PhD in 2021. He is 
currently the Beamline Responsible (SyLMAND) 
at the CLS. Dr. Morhart is one of the co-founders 
and current advisor of Jackfish SEC Manufacturing. 
He will co-supervise senior undergraduate and 
graduate students in the department and will also 
make contributions to the department’s analytical 
chemistry teaching program.

New Adjunct FacultyThere are a number 
of important events 
and milestones to 
share with you. Some 
highlights of the past 
year include renewal 
of our undergraduate 
program accreditation, 
recognition of high-
impact researchers 
through prestigious 
research awards 
and the awarding of 

graduate student scholarships and awards for 
our excellent graduate students.  There is also, 
sadly, some unfortunate news to share in terms of 
losses of friends and colleagues as well.  For the 
upcoming year, we are anticipating renewal of staff 
positions as well as making a major contribution 
to the chemistry community in the form of us 
co-organizing the upcoming Canadian Society 
for Chemistry Conference 2024, running out of 
Winnipeg, with David Palmer serving as Program 
Chair.  As always, we hope all of our alumni, 
donors and sponsors are well and thriving, and 
please do feel free to stay in touch.  We’re always 
happy to hear from you and deeply appreciate 
your ongoing support of our department.
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We wish a happy retirement to 
our friend and colleague, Tom 
Ellis!  Tom enjoyed a long and 
successful academic career, 
having completed a PhD from 
the University of Waterloo and a 
postdoctoral fellowship at AT&T 
Bell Laboratories.

After several academic 
appointments including a faculty 

position at Université de Montreal, serving as Dean of 
Research and Graduate studies at Acadia University, and 
then serving as the Director of Research at the Canadian 
Light Source, Tom joined the Department of Chemistry 
at the University of Saskatchewan full time as a faculty 
member in 2015.  In addition to his normal faculty 
duties, Tom served brief stints as acting Department 
Head as well as acting Associate Dean Student Affairs.

He has been an energetic and enthusiastic teacher, 
scholar and valued colleague, and we thank him for his 
enormous contributions to the department.  We all wish 
Tom a happy and healthy retirement, which he intends 
to spend in his gorgeous cottage on a lake in Ontario!

We are sad to announce the departure of a much respected 
and admired colleague, our scientific glassblower Rick Elvin, 
because of the College of Arts and Science’s regrettable 
decision to close the Glassblowing Shop.  Rick joined the 
department in 1986 and has been Saskatchewan’s only 
professional scientific glassblower.  He was instrumental in 
creating unique, custom-designed scientific glassware for 
the department, university and Saskatchewan industry for 
decades.  Rick supported the teaching and research mandate 
of the university for decades and he is sorely missed by all of 
his many friends in the department.

Staff Changes

Retirements
After almost 50 years of service, our 
mass spectroscopist Ken Thoms has 
announced his retirement.

Ken first joined the Department of 
Chemistry and Chemical Engineering 
as a Research Technician and has, over 
the years, provided the department 
with technical support in mass 
spectrometry, IR spectroscopy, CHN 
analysis, and other types of important 
chemical characterizations.  Most 

recently, Ken has worked through the Saskatchewan Structural 
Sciences Centre, running the mass spectrometry suite and 
also providing support to a variety of chromatography, 
mass spectrometry, and vacuum equipment throughout the 
department.

Ken has been absolutely crucial in supporting the research 
of hundreds of graduate students, postdoctoral fellows and 
research faculty over his career and his steady presence, 
his exceptional technical skills and his unfailing reliability 
will be sorely missed by all of those in the Department.  Ken 
will be staying in Saskatoon and enjoying extra time with 
his family, including grandchildren, during his retirement.  
Congratulations, Ken! (see more photos on p. 11)

Natasha Vetter (PhD “22) joined 
the staff in Chemistry Stores on 
a casual basis in 2021 and was 
then appointed to a term position 
through February 2023. Dr. Vetter  
has now taken up a postdoctoral 
fellow position in David Palmer’s 
lab.

Braeden Dessert (PhD student, 
Foley Group) began working in 
Chemistry Stores in a casual position 
in February 2023 and began a term 
position in July 2023.



Department of ChemistryPage 4 

Chemistry Students’ 
Society (CS2)

The CS2 had an amazing year with our 231 
members. We loved the enthusiasm for 
chemistry we saw from the USask student 
body. Students from all disciplines — 
chemistry, chemical engineering, veterinary 
medicine, biomedical sciences, agriculture, 
math, and more — joined the CS2 for 
support. The record number and diversity 
of our membership made our dedication 
to our cause of making chemistry studies 
accessible even greater. We demonstrated 
our commitment to student academics 
by hosting our annual research night and 
midterm tutorials for CHEM 112, 115, 250, 
and 255. At research night, undergraduate 
students learned about the work of Michel 
Gravel, Ian Burgess, and PhD candidate 
Josh Gramlich. In between these events, we 
hosted study nights every Thursday to allow 
students to study in the lounge with their 
peers and upper-year chemistry students. 
And, to ensure even greater availability 
of help, we maintained an active lounge 
(Thorvaldson 264) and Discord server where 
drop-in tutoring was frequently accessed. 
We are delighted by the countless new 
people we met this year and hope that the 
enrichment they brought to our student 
society was well met with high quality 
support for their studies.

While our academic events kept us very 
busy this past year, the CS2 did remember to 
let loose! “Drinking with the Profs” was a new 
event we hosted and was popular among 
faculty members, graduate students, and 
undergraduates who were of age. This social 
mixer took place in the fall and winter terms 
at the Thirsty Scholar, filled with many great 

conversations and memories for around 40 
attendees each semester.

We would be remiss not to mention the 
great community we saw develop in CS2 
spaces over the past year as well. We wanted 
to create a space in which undergraduate 
students felt welcome and safe to receive 
academic help and develop their social 
networks. The CS2 lounge quickly became 
a space where students regularly came 
to hang out with their friends and make 
new ones. As this lively space grew, we 
appointed an undergraduate student to 
represent our group in the department’s 
newly integrated Equity, Diversity and 
Inclusion (EDI) committee. Our EDI officer 
adeptly guided our first organized steps 
towards ensuring the inclusivity, safety, and 
happiness of everyone visiting the CS2. We 
look forward to continuing this endeavor in 
the coming year.

We closed out the successful school year 
with our annual bowling event. Last 
academic year, five students joined us for the 
event. This year, 24 members joined us. Our 
executive team felt really proud watching 
our members enjoy the friendships they 
built through our club. As such, we are 
thankful to all administrative, laboratory, 
and custodial staff, all faculty, all graduate 
students, and all undergraduates in the 
Department of Chemistry and beyond for 
supporting us as we rebuilt our club. We are 
excited to see you all again in the fall!

2021-22 CS2 
Undergraduate 

Teaching Excellence 
Award

David Palmer

CS2 Executive
Bdhanya Ramaswami (President)

Amanda Ferrer (VP Finance)
Zoey Johnston (VP Internal)

Sandra LeBlanc (Secondary VP Internal)
Jane Polley (VP External)

Jonathan Nakhleh (VP Academic)
Khoushboo Ramiah (EDI Officer)

Lane Prime (1st Year Rep)
Kate Fransoo (2nd Year Rep)
Bryden Hartel (3rd Year Rep)

Ariel Tirado (4th Year Rep)

L to R: Bdhanya Ramaswami, David Palmer, Jonathan 

Nakhleh
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USASK-WIC

USASK-WIC (a chapter of Canadians Working for 
Inclusivity in Chemical Sciences, Engineering, and 
Technology (CWIC) Network) remains active in fostering 
an environment of collaboration and support for 
underrepresented groups in science.

We made efforts to create a network in the industry 
and held meetings with representatives from the 
Saskatchewan Research Council. Our members 
also represented the club at the ACPS (Associate of 
Professional Chemists in Saskatchewan) networking 
event. We invited Cherryl Comahig (BSc’15) from SSR 
Mining Inc. to the department to talk to us about her 
journey in the industry and her efforts for gender diversity 
in STEM. The achievements of some members of our 
department were also celebrated on the International 
Women’s Day Panel talk where panelists shared their 
journey, accomplishments, and challenges they have 
faced as women in the workplace.  Amy Stevens, 
Tara Kahan, Natasha Vetter, Bonita Wong and Erin 
Wasylow were part of the panel that spoke to the event 
attended by faculty, grad, and undergrad students. WIC 
also helped students unwind and relax through different 
board games at our Game Night. Teams from grad and 
undergrad also competed for prizes at our Pumpkin 
Carving Competition.  

If you are interested in joining USASK-WIC, please contact 
womeninchemsask@gmail.com.
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Chemistry Course Council (CCC)
The departmental newsletter provides the Chemistry Course Council with an annual opportunity to thank all who support us and help 
in the functioning of our graduate student association. When we reflect back on the past year, we realize that things have changed 
rapidly and for the better. Last summer, we organized the fall social to welcome new graduate students and introduce them to the 
department. The fall social commenced with a short tour around the campus led by CCC executives and ended with a fun feast in front 
of the Thorvaldson building where we were joined by faculty members, staff, and other graduate students.

After a busy fall term, we celebrated the much-needed break with our traditional 
holiday social. It was held at the GSA Commons with help and support from 
the Women in Chemistry (WiC) and the Chemistry Students’ Society (CS2), after 
two years of hiatus. The event was met with enthusiasm from the Chemistry 
community and more than 80 people were in attendance. The festivities 
commenced with remarks from CCC secretary, Ahmad Salehi and department 
head, Matthew Paige, and continued with dinner and refreshments, games, 
and dancing. The attendees, as was communicated to the executive members 
the next day, enjoyed themselves a lot and the atmosphere was friendly and 
warm.

Our most recent event involved a workshop by Michel Gravel to help students 
with the ChemDraw software. As always, this was very well-received by the 
attendees.

Along with everyone who has generously supported us throughout the year in some shape or form, we would like to extend our 
special thanks to Erin Wasylow, Bonita Wong and Amber Bornhorst who helped us behind the scenes to ensure the success of these 
events. Lastly, we also extend our appreciation to our fellow graduate students. Your camaraderie, collaboration, and shared passion 
for Chemistry and the fun-filled events help us create a vibrant and stimulating environment. The support and friendship we have 
found within our graduate student community are invaluable and have made our journey more enjoyable and rewarding.

We are proud to be part of such an exceptional department that fosters excellence and community. As we move forward, we promise 
to extend the support we have received.  Hope to see you around!

CCC Executive L to R: Deysi Venegas Garcia, Loza Taghavi, 

Bernd Steiger, Vi Phan, Mehrnaz Mikhchian, Ahmad Salehi, 

Srikant Singh
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Student Achievements
Recent Graduates

Fall 2022
Bachelor of Science Honours

Shaoyan Wang 

Master of Science
Ian Andvaag

Tianqi Ji

Hillary Mehlhorn

Doctor of Philosophy
Yuriy Anisimov

Bahareh Vafakish

Amara Zuhaib

Spring 2023
Bachelor of Science Four-Year

Marshall Dolter

Drew Letwin

Mackenzie Lobb

Ugbana Mesharck

Niza Ngwira

Malcolm Sader

Bachelor of Science Honours
Abigail Unrau

Master of Science
Iyanu Kumayon

Sagar Saran

Doctor of Philosophy
Omozojie (Paul) Aigbogun

Satavisha Bhattacharya

Somnath Bhattacharya

Doug Fansher

Ahmadreza Nezamzadeh Ezhieh

Akam Salih

Bipinlal Unni

Brady Vigliarolo

Douglas J. Fansher is the recipient of 
the 2022-2023 Taube Medal. The medal 
is named for Henry Taube, an alumnus 
of the University of Saskatchewan 
Department of Chemistry, and the 
recipient of the 1983 Nobel Prize in 
Chemistry. This medal is awarded to a 
graduate student in the Department 
of Chemistry who is judged to have 
made the most significant overall 
contribution to research and scholarly 
activity. 

Doug completed his BSc at USask 
before beginning his graduate 
program in David Palmer’s laboratory 
where he studied the application of 
enzymes in organic synthesis, which 
is known as biocatalysis. Doug’s thesis 
research focused on the biocatalytic 
applications of a bacterial aldolase 
designated NahE. This enzyme had 
been known for two decades to have a 
broad substrate scope, but its potential 
as a biocatalyst had not been explored 
carefully. Doug’s research has shown 
that this enzyme can catalyze aldol 
condensations between pyruvate 
and a broad spectrum of aldehydes 
under mild conditions on a gram scale, 
typically in high yield. The reaction can 
be carried out using purified NahE or 
with whole cells that can produce the 
enzyme. Doug’s research also showed 
that by introducing an amine into 
the aldehyde substrate, NahE could 
catalyze a tandem aldol-cyclization, 

giving a new, mild route to quinoline 
derivatives. 

Quinolines are important components 
of many pharmacologically active 
products. Finally, Doug demonstrated 
that NahE catalyze a different reaction, 
a nitro-Michael addition of pyruvate 
to  -nitrostyrene, generating a new 
stereocentre in the process. This 
reaction can proceed with high 
yield and high enantioselectivity, 
and provides a short, mild route to 
medicines in use today. 

Doug’s thesis work has been published 
in the journals ACS Catalysis, Synthesis, 
and Angewandte Chemie. This research 
has transformed the scientific 
community’s understanding of an 
important biocatalyst, demonstrating 
novel reactivity and shedding light 
upon an entire family of enzymes. 

Taube Medal

Doug Fansher

Iyanu Kumayon at Spring 2023 Convocation

Shaoyan Wang (BSc Hons’22) 
was awarded three prestigious 
awards at Fall 2022 convocation. 
He received the President’s 
Medal in recognition of 
achieving the highest average 
of any undergraduate student 
completing a degree program 
(96.13%). Shaoyan also received 
the University Medal in the 
Sciences and the Dean’s Medal. 
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Award Recipients
CC Lee Bursary
Tahira Hasan (PhD student, Phenix Group)

Arts and Science Most Outstanding 
Graduate in Chemistry
Shaoyan Wang (BSc Hons’22)

Dean’s Scholarship
Mariam Mir (PhD student, Wilson Group)

Dr. O. Kenneth Johanson Awards
Nicole Boyle (MSc student, Burgess Group)

Rohith Gopala Krishnan (PhD student, Gravel 
Group)

Josh Gramlich (PhD student, Bowles Group)

Mehrnaz Mikhchian (PhD student, Grosvenor 
Group)

Srikant Singh (PhD student, Paige Group)

Dr. Robert A. Fuller Award
Jane Polley (BSc Hons student)

Harold Ross Saddington Memorial 
Award
Jonathan Nakhleh (BSc Hons student)

Vi Phan (PhD student, Burgess Group)

Mario Proulx (MSc student, Foley Group)

Herzberg Doctoral Promotion 
Award
Priyadarshani Disanayaka (PhD student, 
Stevens Group)

Cory Zaparaniuk (PhD student, Price Group)

Herzberg Fellowship
Alfred Yeboah (PhD student, Paige Group)

Herzberg Scholarship
Nicole Boyle (MSc student, Burgess Group)

Grace Flaman (MSc student, Burgess Group)

Herzberg Thesis Acceleration Award
Bernd Steiger (PhD student, Wilson Group)

Herzberg Travel Award
Paul Aigbogun (PhD’23)

Renita D’Souza (PhD student, Kelly Group)

Jonatas Faleiro Berbigier (PhD student, Kelly 
Group)

Bernd Steiger (PhD student, Wilson Group)

Jackfish SEC Award
Nicole Boyle (MSc student, Burgess Group)

Patricia Currie Award
Bdhanya Ramaswami (BSc Hons student)

Thorvaldson Scholarship
Ariel Tirado Baca (BSc Hons student)

Wilma E. Elias Award
Renita D’Souza (PhD student, Kelly Group)

Tahira Hasan (PhD student, Phenix Group)

Jonathan Nakhleh (BSc Hons 
student) received the award 
for Best Presentation (oral and 
poster) in Organic Chemistry 
at the Western Canadian 
Undergraduate Chemistry 
Conference held in Edmonton 
in May 2023. His presentation, 
based upon his work in David 
Palmer’s lab was entitled “A 
Biocatalysis Experiment for 
the Undergraduate Organic 
Chemistry Laboratory”. 

Recipients of the Fuller and Saddington Awards L to R: Mario Proulx, Jane 

Polley, Department Head Matthew Paige, Jonathan Nakhleh, and Vi Phan

Recipients of the Johanson Awards L to R: Department Head Matt Paige, 

Josh Gramlich, Nicole Boyle, Srikant Singh, Rohith Gopala Krishnan

Abby Unrau (BSc Hons’23) 
received the Canadian Society 
for Chemistry Award in spring 
2022, which is given to the 
student with the highest 
academic standing in their 
penultimate year of a BSc 
four-year or Honours degree 
in Chemistry.
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Outreach

Once again our outreach activities were a huge success! We reached hundreds of elementary and high school students in 
2022-2023 and students seemed to love visiting our department and experiencing hands-on activities. Valerie Mackenzie 
led the effort for Nutrien Kamskénow and Museum of Natural Sciences Outreach programs and with help from other lab staff 
and volunteers, students produced elephant toothpaste, investigated dry ice potions, and enjoyed watching the wonders of 
freezing flowers and bananas in extremely cold liquid nitrogen. 

We brought some of that wonder into our laboratories this year as well with a new lab in CHE113 (pre- Chemical Engineering). 
Students were given basic instructions and tools for making soap in the lab and groups developed their own blend for the 
saponification process, chose an emulsification method and added unique colours and fragrances to their soaps. Students were 
able to take home their creations to dry for several weeks and were genuinely invested in this group project.

Amy Stevens and Michel Gravel also led separate outreach sessions for Sci-fi camps and École Canadienne Française, 
respectively. This was our department’s first outreach activity for highschoolers delivered entirely in French! Alex Bartole-Scott, 
Adrian Clark, and Marcelo Sales also joined in the fun and delivered sessions for Girl Guides, elementary school groups, high 
schools, USask Open House and Science Rendezvous. It was an exciting and busy year and we look forward to new groups of 
budding scientists visiting our labs next year!



Wilson and Florence Quail 
Fund in Chemistry 
Wilson Quail was a faculty member in the 
Department of Chemistry for 39 years before 
retiring in 2003. He enjoyed this long career 
as an inorganic chemist and crystallographer, 
studying everything from metal fluorides 
to proteins. He continued to work as an 
emeritus professor in the Saskatchewan 
Structural Sciences Centre for over a decade, 
collaborating with researchers in the 
department. He and his wife Florence sent all 
their children to USask, cementing a strong 
relationship between the University and the 
Quail family. In 2017, Wilson and Florence 
agreed to a generous gift to the department, 
with the goal of helping new faculty with their 
research. In 2023, the funding committee 
agreed to award $40,000 to Eric Price to 
provide funding for a freeze drier and other 
lab-related equipment. The department asks 

everyone to join us in thanking the Quails for 
their generosity and support of Chemistry. 
For information on how you can support 
research, teaching, and student experience in 
the Department of Chemistry, please contact 
the Department Head.

Samuel and Ethel Brown 
Memorial Fund
Weldon G. Brown was born in Saskatoon 
in 1908 and completed both his bachelor’s 
and master’s degrees in chemistry at USask 
by age 20. After a PhD at the University of 
California and postdoctoral experience in 
Europe and America, Dr. Brown enjoyed a 
long career in the Department of Chemistry 
at the University of Chicago, where he 
became known for the invention of paper 
chromatography and pioneering work on 
lithium aluminum hydride reductions. Dr. 
Brown, as a distinguished alumnus from our 

institution, was presented with a Doctor of 
Laws degree by Thorbergur Thorvaldson at 
the University’s Golden Jubilee Convocation 
ceremony in 1959. 

Dr. Brown’s family thanked his home 
department by establishing the Samuel and 
Ethel Brown Memorial Fund in honour of his 
parents. The fund is used to support special 
projects in the Department of Chemistry and 
has received generous ongoing support from 
Dr. Brown’s son, Ross Brown.

In 2021-2022, the Samuel and Ethel Brown 
Memorial Fund provided $6,772.17 in financial 
support to allow 22 graduate students to 
travel to specialized conferences to report 
on their research. Conferences attended 
included: Canadian Chemistry Conference 
& Exhibition in 2021 (virtual) and in 2022 
in Calgary; Banff Symposium on Organic 
Chemistry; and International Cannabinoid 
Research Society 15th ICRS (virtual).
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In Memoriam

Our friend and colleague William (Bill) Waltz passed 
away in December 2022.  Bill was a member of the 
Department of Chemistry for over 38 years, working 
in the field of photochemistry and radiation-based 
measurements.  He served as Department Head from 
1989-1994 and retired in 2007.  He will be remembered 
by all of his friends in the Department as a supportive 
colleague as well as a dedicated scholar and teacher. 

Our friend and colleague Ron Sutherland passed away in 
October 2022. Ron joined the Department of Chemistry as 
an assistant professor in 1967 and was a faculty member at 
USask for 35 years, until his retirement in 2002. He served 
multiple terms as Head of the Department of Chemistry and 
as Associate Dean of the College of Arts and Science.

Ron was an organic chemist who made significant contributions 
to international peace and security. He contributed to the 
development of the Biological and Toxin Weapon Convention, 
the Environmental Modification Convention, and the Chemical 
Weapons Convention (CWC).  Ron served in many advisory 
roles and was a frequent member in Canadian delegations to 
the Chemical Weapons Convention.

A more fulsome description of Ron’s career will be presented 
in a memorial statement at University Council in the upcoming 
year.
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On  June 29, 2023, 
the Saskatchewan 
Structural Sciences 
Centre and Department 
of Chemistry hosted a 
farewell celebration for 
Ken Thoms. Over 100 
of Ken’s colleagues and 
friends from across the 
University attended to 
thank him for him for his 
many years of service 
in the department and 
to wish him well in his 
retirement.

(continued from p. 3) Pictured above is the custom-made retirement gift, an artistically framed Mass Spectrometry source with a 

“Graduation” thank-you message for Ken Thoms’ 49 years at USask.

Department of Chemistry
Thorvaldson Building
165 - 110 Science Place
Saskatoon, SK S7N 5C9

Phone: 306-966-4654
Email: chem.dept@usask.ca

We are always interested in 
knowing what our alumni are 
up to! Please send updates to 
chem.dept@usask.ca.

Make sure we have your 
current contact information 
to receive your college 
magazine or newsletter, 
the Green & White alumni 
magazine, event invitations, 
and information on special 
University of Saskatchewan 
alumni programs and offers. 
Go to https://alumni.usask.
c a / c o n t a c t - u s / u p d a t e -
information.php to update 
your contact information.

We acknowledge that we live and 
work on Treaty 6 Territory and the 
Homeland of the Métis. We pay our 
respect to the First Nations and Métis 
ancestors of this place and reaffirm 
our relationship with one another.


